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REPORT 

ON  THE 

HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  1950 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Housing  Scheme  has  progressed  fairly  satisfactorily  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  which  affect  the  country  as  a whole.  The 
Council  owned,  or  was  responsible  for,  at  the  end  of  1950,  520 
houses,  all  occupied  and  with  their  gardens  well  cultivated  in  most 
cases.  There  are  20  prefabricated  temporary  houses  at  Sawtry ; 
these  have  only  small  gardens  ; 14  Swedish  houses  of  wood. 
14  houses  were  built  during  the  war  years  1939-46.  A total  of 
56  new  houses  were  occupied  in  1950.  Further  building  at 
Woodwalton,  King’s  Ripton,  Sawtry,  Alconbury,  Great  Stukeley, 
Keyston  and  Conington  is  proposed. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Brampton  and  Sawtry  are  in  prepara- 
tion. Corrosion  of  iron  water  pipes  continues  to  be  troublesome. 
The  subject  of  cathodic  protection  has  not  been  pursued. 

There  has  been  no  trouble  from  Aerodrome  effluents. 

The  provision  of  a water  supply  calls  for  more  efficient  sewers 
particularly  in  the  larger  villages.  There  are  now  two  scavenging 
vehicles  but  in  spite  of  this  it  is  difficult  to  meet  the  demands  of 
everyone  ; perhaps  when  water  carriage  of  excreta  is  more  general 
the  task  will  be  easier. 

Sewerage  is  so  very  expensive  that  this  will  probably  only  be 
provided  where  the  concentration  of  population  is  sufficient  to 
justify  it,  and  after  all  if  the  people  are  sufficiently  dispersed  there 
is  but  little  danger  ; oxidation  by  air  and  bacterial  action  does  the 
treatment.  The  Brampton  Scheme  is  in  abeyance,  but  there  is 
hope. 

Alconbury  and  Alconbury  Weston  Sewerage  Scheme. 

This  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Dowsett  Engineering 
Construction,  Ltd.,  Tallington,  Nr.  Stamford,  and  proceeding 
slowly  with  internal  and  external  difficulties. 
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The  disposal  of  night  soil  is  difficult,  in  dry  weather  this  goes 
on  the  land  but  when  wet  this  is  impossible.  There  are  two 
depressions  at  the  Alconbury  Works,  one  at  higher  level  than 
the  other,  the  raw  material  is  tipped  into  the  upper  and  filters 
through  to  the  lower  from  whence  the  fluid  is  pumped  into  the 
settling  tank.  Soon  the  upper  depression  will  be  full  of  solids 
and  no  means  of  disposal  has  been  found,  so  some  other  means 
will  have  to  be  found.  Some  land  with  ditches  which  can  be 
filled  and  covered  is  one  solution.  A hard  roadway  is  essential. 

It  is  hoped  to  extend  water  supplies  to  Little  and  Steeple 
Gidding  and  to  Coppingford. 

A Civil  Defence  Committee  has  been  set  up  and  Mr.  Dixon 
is  the  C.D.  Officer. 

Estimated  Home  Population 9,526 

Live  Births. 

Total — Male,  96  ; Female,  89. 

Legitimate — Male,  91  ; Female,  85. 

Illegitimate — Male,  5 ; Female,  4. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population,  19.4.  England  and 
Wales,  15.8. 

Still  Births. 

Total — Male,  0 ; Female,  2. 

Legitimate — Male,  0 ; Female,  2. 

Illegitimate — Male,  0 ; Female,  0. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  10.7. 

Deaths — Civilian. 

All  causes — Male,  49  ; Female,  42.  Total  91. 

Death  rate  per  1,000)  population,  9.75.  England  and  Wales, 

11.6. 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  causes,  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Total — Male,  2 ; Female,  1. 

Legitimate — Male,  1 ; Female,  1. 

Illegitimate — Male,  1 ; Female,  0. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  five  births  16.1 

This  compares  with  England  and  Wales  29.5 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  11.3 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  111.1 
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Death’s  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age — 
Total — Male,  1 ; Female,  1. 

Legitimate — Male,  1 ; Female,  1. 

Illegitimate — Male,  0 ; Female,  0. 

Causes  of  Death — 

Tuberculosis  respiratory  

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

SniHHp 

U1  U1  vlvlv  • • • •••  •••  • • • » • * 

All  Causes  


M. 

1 

1 

3 

3 
0 
2 

5 

6 
0 
8 
2 
2 
1 

4 

3 
1 

4 
0 
2 
1 

49 


F. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

7 

3 

1 

11 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 
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SANITARY  TABLES. 


SEWERS. 

Developments. 

(a)  Prior  to  this  year  \ Main  sewerage  for  Alconbury  and 
(Jb)  During  the  year  / Alconbury  Weston  in  progress. 


CLOSETS. 


No.  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  W.C.’s 

No.  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  pail  closets 

No.  of  W.C.’s  constructed  during  year  for  new  houses 
No.  of  W.C.’s  newly  constructed  for  old  property 
No.  of  dustbins  substituted  for  ashpits  ... 

SCAVENGING. 

No.  of  houses  in  district  ... 

No.  of  houses  with  dustbins 

No.  of  Notices  sent  requiring  provision  of  bins 

No.  of  new  bins  provided  ... 


1,156 

1,587 

40 

16 

31 


2,554 

1,388 

10 

87 


Details  of  Collection. 

Frequency — Night  soil 
Dry  refuse 

Transport  and  No.  of  men 


...  Weekly 
...  Four  Weekly 
2 Vehicles,  6 Men 
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Particulars  of  service(s) — 


Unburnable  refuse  collection  and  night  soil  collection. 
Details  of  disposal  arrangements — 

Controlled  tipping.  Night  soil  to  land. 

Development  required — 

To  carry  out  weekly  refuse  collection. 

Complaints  received  re  non-removal 

No.  of  bins  emptied 

No.  of  pail  closets  emptied 


73 

1,388 

1,587 


DRAINS. 

New  drains  tested  ... 

Existing  drains  inspected  ... 

Existing  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Existing 


113 

194 

58 
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CESSPOOLS. 

No.  of  new  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No.  of  shops  inspected 
Total  number  of  visits 


24 

51 


CAMPING  SITES. 

No.  of  Licences  in  force  ... 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  area 

at  any  one  time  during  summer  

No.  of  inspections  ... 


1 

16 

4 


DISINFESTATION. 

Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  houses  infested — 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private 

No.  of  houses  disinfected — 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private 
Methods  employed 


4 

4 


4 

Insecticide 


DISINFECTION. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported 
No.  of  inspections  ... 

Rooms  disinfected — 

(. a ) Tuberculosis 
( b ) Others 


104 

7 

1 

6 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Bakehouses. 

No.  registered 
No.  of  inspections  ... 

General  conditions  ... 


9 

15 

Fair 


NUISANCES. 

Abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  178 

Abated  as  a result  of  Statutory  action  ...  ...  ...  9 
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Analysis. 

Premises 
Overcrowding 
Accumulation  of  Refuse 
Foul  ditches,  etc.  ... 
Drains 

Disinfestation 


No. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

103 

231 

28 

28 

2 

4 

11 

33 

56 

103 

8 

16 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year . 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 410 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  446 

(2)  ( a ) No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  930 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  930 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  147 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  205 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 93 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  4 


(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  reme- 
died after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

By  Owners  


• • • 


4 
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Housing  Act , 1936.  Part  IV , Overcrowding. 

A.  — (1)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  ycsr  ...  ...  ...  . . . • . . 28 

(2)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  28 

(3)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  158 

B.  — No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  6 

C.  — (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  4 

(2)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  28 

D.  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report. 

It  is  recommended  that  a certain  number 
of  four-bedroomed  houses  be  erected. 

NEW  HOUSES  OCCUPIED  DURING  1950. 


Parish 

Address 

New  Houses 
by 

B 

Adapt 

Y 

ATION 

Total 

L.A. 

P.E. 

L.A. 

P.E. 

Abbots  Ripton  . . . 

Moat  Lane 

2 

2 

Alconbury 

School  Lane 

1 

1 

Alconbury 

Mill  House 

1 

1 

Brampton 

Olivia  Road 

4 

4 

Brampton 

Park  Farm 

1 

1 

Conington 

Lark  Site 

16 

16 

Ellington 

Thrapston  Road 

2 

2 

Ellington 

Thorpe  Road 

2 

2 

Great  Gidding 

Luddington  Road 

6 

6 

Little  Stukeley 

Church  End 

2 

2 

Spaldwick 

Royston  Row 

2 

2 

Up  wood 

Ailwine  Road 

6 

6 

Up  wood 

Ramsey  Heights . . . 

1 

1 

Winwick 

Thurning  Road  . . . 

6 

6 

Woodwalton 

Beville 

4 

4 

36 

3 

16 

i 

56 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Supplementary  Licences  granted — T.  T.  3 ; Pasteurised  3. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


No.  of  slaughter  Houses  on  register  ... 

No.  of  inspections  re  condition  

No.  of  visits  for  the  inspection  of  meat — Shops 


7 

28 

3 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REMARKS  as  to  Sanitary  requirements 
of  District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H.  and  extended  notes  from  any 
of  the  foregoing  entries. 

Clerical  assistance  is  required  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
office,  as  his  duties  call  him  into  the  District  and  into  the 
office  at  the  same  time. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948. 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 


Written  notices 


5 


Want  of  Cleanliness. 


Found 

Remedied 


4 

4 


Sanitary  Conveniences  unsuitable  or  defective. 

Found  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Remedied 


1 

1 


REPORT  on  WATER  SUPPLY  for  the  HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  for  the  Year  1950. 
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Main  Piped 

Source  of  Supply. 

A.  Houghton  Well 

B.  R.A.F.  Well,  Brampton 

C.  Oundle  and  Thrapston  R.D.C. 


Supplies. 

Parishes  Supplied. 

Abbots  Ripton,  Alconbury,  Alcon- 
bury  Weston,  Buckworth  (Part) 
King’s  Ripton,  The  Stukeleys, 
Upton,  Up  wood.  The  Raveleys, 
Sawtry,  Woodwalton  & Conington. 
Brampton,  Easton,  Ellington  and 
Spaldwick. 

Great  Gidding,  Winwick  and 
Hamerton. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  on  Treated  Water. 


Total  No.  of 

No. 

No. 

Source 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

A. 

35 

35 

Nil 

B. 

19 

19 

Nil 

C. 

13 

13 

Nil 

Development  Schemes  in  progress  : — Nil. 

I recommend  that  water  softening  arrangements  be  made  when  the 
new  pumping  station  is  constructed. 


HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME. 


Quantities  of  Water  Pumped  During  1950. 


Gallons 


Average  daily 

Total 

January 

276,645 

8,576,000 

February 

280,464 

7,853,000 

March  ... 

290,032 

8,991,000 

April 

268,666 

8,066,000 

May 

275,800 

8,553,000 

June 

297,000 

8,910,000 

July  

288,193 

8,933,000 

August  ... 

281,451 

8,725,000 

September 

294,633 

8,839,000 

October 

297,548 

9,224,000 

November 

277,800 

8,334,000 

December 

• ♦ • 

297,870 

9,234,000 

Total  pumped  during  year  104,238,000 
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RAINFALL  DURINQ  1950  : 25.44  inches. 

(a)  Total  quantity  pumped  ... 

104,238,000 

gallons. 

(b) 

Bulk  supplies  to  Air  Ministry  establish- 
merits  •••  » • * #•*  • • • • • • 

53,214,000 

(c) 

Bulk  supply  to  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  ... 

3,901,000 

)) 

V) 

Metered  supplies  to  district  excluding  ( b ) 
and  (c)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

23,933,000 

35 

(e) 

Balance  supplied  in  district 

23,190,000 

33 

(/) 

Average  daily  consumption  in  district 
excluding  (fc),  (c)  and  ( d ) 

66,274 

33 

C g ) 

Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of 
estimated  population  supplied 

16.7 

33 

Consumption  at  Air  Ministry  Establishments,  1950. 

WYTON— 


March 

June 

September 

December 

Total 

7,074,000 

UPWOOD— 

7,173,000 

7,192,000 

7,390,000 

28,929,000 

5,659,000 

6,082,000 

6,129,000 

6,415,000 

24,285,000 

12,733,000 

13,255,000 

13,431,000 

12,805,000 

53,214,000 

HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  Annual  Report,  1950— Regional  Water  Scheme. 
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GREAT  GIDDING  AND  WINWICK  SCHEME. 
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Estimated 

population 

supplied 

o\  •-«  in 

VO  oo 

CM  i— • 

475 

* Mains  owned  by  estate 

BRAMPTON  WATER  SCHEME. 

Estimated 

population 

supplied 

^ n- 

"O  Ov  C'-  *— • 

00  —<  CM 

1,349 

No.  of 
communi- 
cation 
pipes 

co  * m 
vO 

78 

No.  of 

communi- 

cation 

pipes 

O O -H 

On  in  vO 

r-H 

322 

No.  of 
other 
premises 
supplied 

CO 

1 1 

CO 

1 

No.  of 

other 

premises 

supplied 

On  CM  in 

1 

vO 

^H 

No.  of 
Farm 
supplies 

Ov  00  CO 

r-H 

40 

No.  of 

Farm 

supplies 

inON'Oh 

28 

No.  of 
houses 
supplied 

oo  in  O 
o co  co 

co 

r-H! 

No.  of 
houses 
supplied 

in  co  vo  cm 

O VO  <N  00 

co 

476 

No.  of 
houses 

vO  t-  OO 
00^^ 

T—4 

CO 

! i"— < 

No.  of 
houses 

t>  oo  co  oo 
vo  CO  On 
CO 

576 

Population 
Estimated 
Mid  1949 

^ co  in 
cm  co  co 
cm  *— • ' — i 

492 

Population 
Estimated 
Mid  1949 

i 00  00  00 
O — 1 00  t" 
n-h  CM  CM 

<n 

r-H 

1,755 

Population 

1931 

Census 

— • TF 
0-  CM  CM 

CM  >— t r-t 

O. 

! t— 4 

m 

Population 

1931 

Census 

1-1  l>  00  CM 
CO  1—1  00  ^ 
O CM  CM 

n 

r-H 

1,578 

Parish 

Great  Gidding 

Hamerton 

Win  wick 

Parish 

Brampton 

Ellington  ... 

Easton 

Spaldwick 
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Great  Gidding,  Winwick  and  Hamerton  Water  Supply. 

SUPPLIED  BY  OUNDLE  AND  THRAPSTON  R.D.C. 


(a) 

Total  quantity  supplied  

5,178,000  gallons 

(*) 

Metered  supplies  in  Great  Gidding  and 
Winwick 

1,695,000 

33 

(<0 

Private  supply  in  bulk  to  Hamerton 

2,259,000 

33 

(d) 

Consumption  in  Great  Gidding  and 
Winwick  excluding  ( b ) 

2,919,000 

33 

(e) 

Average  daily  consumption  in  Great 
Gidding  and  Winwick  excluding  (b) 

7,997 

33 

(/) 

Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of 
estimated  population  supplied  in  Great 
Gidding  and  Winwick 

16.6 

33 

(g) 

Average  daily  consumption  in  Hamerton 

6,189 

33 

Brampton  Water  Scheme. 

SUPPLIED  FROM  AIR  MINISTRY 

MAIN 

FROM  BRAMPTON  MILL  SOURCE. 

(a) 

Total  quantity  supplied  ...  

21,343,000  gallons 

(*) 

Metered  supplies  to  A.M.  Establishments 

12,261,000 

(<0 

Metered  supplies  to  district  excluding  (b) 

2,358,000 

33 

(d) 

Consumption  in  district  other  than  metered 
supplies 

6,724,000 

33 

(«) 

Average  daily  consumption  in  district 
excluding  ( b ) and  (c)  ... 

18,421 

3> 

(/) 

Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of 
estimated  population  supplied 

13.6 

3> 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Cases 

4 

Death 

1 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

3 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

47 

— 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

— 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

5 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Statistics,  1950. 


Age  at  31/12/50 
i.e..  Born  in  year 

Under  1 
1950 

1 

1949 

2 

1948 

3 

1947 

4 

1946 

5-9 

1936 

1940 

10-14 

1936 

1940 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

immunised 

Huntingdon 

Rural 

1 

76 

105 

104 

85 

418 

405 

1,194 

Tuberculosis. — The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the 
new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the 
area  in  1950. 

2 deaths.  Females  aged  3 and  25.  Pulmonary. 

5 new  cases.  4 Males,  aged  25-35  and  1 Female  in  the 
same  age  group.  Also  all  pulmonary. 


